Upcoming Event
CAPACITY BUILDING WORKSHOP FOR ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNALISTS ON PLASTIC POLLUTION. WEST REGION OF CAMEROON. 

Under the auspices of the Ministry of Environment, Protection of Nature and Suitable Development, FEDEV in collaboration with the West Regional Delegation for Communication and CRTV West, is organising a training workshop for the media on plastic pollution. The workshop is scheduled to take place from the 22nd to the 24th of June 2026 in Bafoussam, in the Conference Hall of the Governor. There will be 40 participants (journalists or managers) comprising:

· 30 from community radio stations (English or French languages);

· 5 from TV stations based in the West Region;

· 5 from national TV stations with correspondents in the West Region. 

In light of our society's reliance on plastics for daily convenience, particularly single-use plastics, and the dangers posed by plastic pollution, it is crucial that the media engages a more proactive approach to raising awareness of the scale and impact of plastic pollution on citizens, human health, and the environment. 

The constitution guarantees both the right to a healthy environment and the right to freedom of communication. These constitutional guarantees inherently support the right to environmental information. Furthermore, the 1996 Environmental Management Law in S:7 states that: “All persons shall have the right to be informed on the negative effects of harmful activities on man, health, and the environment, as well as on the measures taken to prevent or compensate for these effects”.  Section 6 also provides that “Public and private institutions shall, within the context of their competence, sensitize all the populations environmental problems”. The legislator's use of the word 'shall' renders access to environmental information mandatory. Therefore, all persons have the fundamental right to be informed about their environment, including information on plastic pollution.

Section 9(e) of the same law states that “each citizen shall have access to information on the environment, including information on dangerous substances and activities”.  Media laws in Cameroon and government policies have created a legal framework for proximity radio and television stations, and empowering them to contribute in promoting access to environmental information through media reporting. 

However, the growing hazards of plastic pollution pose a significant challenge to the effectiveness of the media, particularly proximity radio and television stations, in tackling plastic pollution and promoting a healthy, sustainable environment. Therefore, regular capacity building for journalists in tackling plastic pollution is imperative.

The training is designed to enhance journalists' knowledge and skills in tackling plastic pollution. It aims to leverage the media's role in raising awareness of the growing hazards and effects of plastic pollution through effective, targeted environmental news outreach. Ultimately, the goal is for the media to educate the public about plastic pollution through programmes that reach ordinary citizens. The training aims to build a more environmentally conscious society and encourage behavioural change towards a world free from plastic pollution.
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